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Karnasuvarna (Hariv., 52. 90). of Bengal, described by Yuan
Chwang and also mentioned in the Nidhanpur copper-plates of
Bhaskaravaman, Cunningham (pp.578 ff.) who on the basis of
Julien's translation, calls it Kirna Suvarna quite wrongly lo-
cates it at Singhbhum. Excavations at Chiruti in Murshidabad
have now destroyed all doubts regarding the present site of
Sosdhkds capital. The verse of Jinasena's work, refered to above
explaining the name Kaqiasuvarna is also confirmed by the
local tradition as Prof. S.R. Das, well-known for his excavations
of that ruined city, informs the present writer. Cunnigham's
etymological explanations (p, 583) about the name of this city
should not now be taken seriously.
In paper entitled 'Western Pragjyotisa* published in the
Indian Museum Bulletin, Calcutta (Vol. V, No. 1) the present
writer had pointed out thai Pragjyotisa of the two epics is tot-
ally different from the well known eastern Pragjyotisa. In
that paper attention of scholars was drawn to fact that there
existed there 2nd millennium B.C., a city called Pragjyotisa in
Western India and not far from the Anartta country. The
present writer also then had opined that the Mahabharata
does not clearly mention Pragjyotisa of East. The Ramdyana
distinctly locates Pragjyotisa in Western direction (IV.42.31).
According to the Mahabharata this Pragjyotisa was destroyed
by Vasudeva Kjsna.
The later Pragyotisa of Eastern India appears only in the
literature of the post-Maurya period. It was certainly named
after the Pragjyotisa of Western India. Kings like Naraka and
Bhagadatta obviously belonged to the Western Pragjyotisa,
although post-Gupta kings of Assam, believing their Pragjyotisa
to be the Pragjyotisa of the epics, claimed descent from them.
The practice of designating a city or country after the name of
an earlier one was not uncommon in ancient India, TheKekaya
capital at the time of Rama was Girvraraja-Rajagrha which
afterwards became the name of the metropolis of Magadha.
The Girivraja of the Ramayana, referred to as the capital of the
famous Asvapati and his son Yudhijit, is apparently mentioned
in a verse of the Mahabharata (VII. 45) which was overlooked
by all previous scholars including that assiduous and pains-